
 On “Doubt Sunday” (Sep. 4) we fielded questions from the congregation 
and answered them in lieu of a traditional sermon.  There were many fine 
questions we didn’t get to, so I thought I would use this space to answer some of 
them  (We still don’t have room to answer them all!)   

Q: Do we believe in Adam and Eve as actual people or as a metaphor? 

A: The name “Adam” is taken from the Hebrew word for both “dust” and 
“mankind”, reflecting the lesson of the story that human bodies came from the 
dust of the earth.  This makes it very clear that the story is not about two specific 
individuals.  Strictly speaking, however, it is not a “metaphor” (a metaphor uses 
something tangible to represent something less tangible).  It is a story of universal 
truth.  Each of us is Adam; each of us is Eve.  Each of us was created in the image 
of God from the dust of the earth; each of us listens to the serpent; each of us 
rebels against God.  Reading the story as if it is a literal account of two people in 
ancient history detracts from the story’s ability to speak to us today about our own 
fallen nature. 

Q: Why did God explicitly prefer Abel’s offering over that of his brother Cain, causing 
so much pain and suffering within the family?  Why, as loving father, would God cause 
such tragedies that seem so unnecessary and judgmental? 

A: We don’t know precisely why Abel’s offering was preferred, although the 
author of the book of Hebrews says it was a matter of Abel’s faith.  A close reading 
of the story in Genesis 4 shows that Abel gave the “firstlings” of his flocks, while 
Cain merely made “an offering” from his harvest.  Abel’s faith in offering his first- 

born offspring may represent superior faith to Cain’s offering made after the 
entire harvest was gathered.  God did not cause this tragedy; God spoke the truth 
about the relative merits of the offerings.  Cain chose to respond with jealousy 
rather than with contrition.  And ultimately, the story’s role in the over-arching 
narrative is for a totally different purpose: to set the stage for the birth of Seth,  
the son born to replace Abel, from whom we are all descended because Noah is a 
descendant of Seth, while all of Cain’s offspring were presumably destroyed in  
the flood. 
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he story 

Q: The Revelation to John puzzles me.  Who wrote it?  And what do its many 
messages mean for us today?  Why does it seem like a forgotten book only attractive to 
extreme sects and their believers? 

A: We don’t know who wrote the Revelation to John, except for being fairly 
certain that John of Patmos was not John the Apostle.  There is a question of 
whether this is a book of “many” messages or really one central message: that 
there is a new heaven and a new earth coming after the judgment of the 
righteous and the wicked.  Personally, I believe that the vivid imagery within 
Revelation is simply an attempt by the author to express in human words what 
he saw in a vision that overwhelmed human experience.  I think the language is 
simply the product of someone trying to put something into words that was 
actually beyond words.  Therefore I do not place much credence in attempts to 
correlate every figure in Revelation to a modern person or nation.  Revelation is 
simply the promise of God’s ultimate victory, and as such its message undergirds 
everything we do. 

Q: If our God is the God of all religions why are so many religions in such turmoil 
around the world? 

A: This answer may sound very politically incorrect!  First, we proclaim that 
there is one God – the one Triune God, who exists as Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  This God is the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  Is our God actually 
also the God of all other religions?  We know there is only the One Triune God, 
but it is presumption on our part to declare whether faiths outside of the Judeo-
Christian tradition are praying to our God (by a different name) or not.  It is not 
our place to make such a declaration.  Our job is to love them as fellow human 
beings and leave the evaluation of their faith to God.  Religions are in turmoil 
because we aren’t – Christians included – living and loving as Christ taught. 
 

Peace and blessings, 
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From the  Choir  Room 

CHANCEL CHOIR 
Chancel Choir has returned and you might notice a few new faces in the group! We are 
always in need of additional members, especially tenors. Rehearsals are Sunday mornings  
at 9:30 a.m. and at 12:15 p.m. and include delicious homemade snacks.  Add your voice  
to our celebration! 

ORGAN RESTORATION UPDATE 
On Sunday, September 18, I drove to Montreal right after Worship to check up  
on our pipe organ at the factory of Orgues Létourneau in St.-Hyacinthe, Quebec, 
about half an hour from Montreal.  I’m happy to report that the work they have 
done exceeded my most optimistic expectation and that the organ will be 
spectacular when it is reinstalled in our church. 
 

The old pipework has been cleaned and revoiced to fill our room better. New 
pipework of the highest quality has been constructed to fill some obvious omissions in the old instrument. 
The facades have been lovingly restored, repaired and completely refinished to bring out the beautiful 
grain of the woodwork. The console is hardly recognizable in it’s augmented and restored state. The pipes 
that I heard sang with incredible beauty and richness of tone. All in all it was a thrilling experience but 
makes me impatient to have it come back to NJ where we can all enjoy it. 
 

The truck will arrive on Tuesday, October 4 and they will begin to reinstall the organ.  During this four-
week process, we can expect that our sanctuary will not be in its usual pristine state. A few weeks of 
inconvenience in our Worship will be soon forgotten, though, when we hear the magnificent voice of  
this reborn instrument. 

The organ console is partially  
reassembled 

Boxes of rebuilt pipes await  
shipping 

The restored wooden organ case A new set of pipes and chest is  
being tested 

How many yards 
of electrical  

wiring was used in 
restoring the organ? 

FUN FACT 

Q: 

A: 1900! 

 

CROSSROADS 
Come and check out the Crossroads contemporary worship.  We meet every Sunday evening at 5:30 p.m.  
in the Chapel.  It’s casual, lively, and fun, with a great band (led by Jane Kelly Williams) and the same  
basic sermon as Sunday morning (with multimedia enhancements).  It’s a great  
alternative – give it a try and invite your friends! 
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APPLE PICKING on Sunday, October 2: We are planning a family trip to an Apple  
Orchard leaving the church at 1 p.m. Join other families for a fun-filled afternoon. 
 

CAMP JOHNSONBURG: October 8 (see pg.  9)  
 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS: October 9 (see pg. 9)  
 

PARENTING Group on Sunday, October 9: Alison Raffaele and Glenn Tatem invite you to connect 
with other parents at 10 a.m. in the Meeting Room. Child Care is available. Our discussions will center around 
themes from “99 Ways to Raise Spiritually Healthy Children” by popular author, Kathleen Long Bostrom. 
 

Potluck Supper and MISSION SHARING on Friday, October 14 at 7 p.m.: Everyone is invited to 
bring something for our supper together and hear the mission stories from our Youth Members who have been 
engaged this summer and fall in mission trips: the Heifer Farm visit and experiences by 8 young people,  
Carolina, Ilta, Katie, Lauren, Maia, Joy, Ashley and Nicole. We will also hear from Andrew Platek who spent a 
week on a mission trip in Washington DC and Nicole Burrowes who went on our mission trip to W. Virginia. 
 

The PUMPKIN PATCH is coming on Saturday, October 15: We need at least 25 volunteers to help 
unload the pumpkins at about 11 a.m. on the 15th. Our friends at the Pumpkin Patch say that the crop looks 
good again and that we’ll have enough pumpkins for everyone. With pumpkins scarce in our area because of 
the floods, we could have great sales to benefit Heifer Project. Maia Lee-Chin, Lauren Bigler and Joy Okorie, 
our Project Managers need help unloading the pumpkins and people to staff the patch from October 15 to 31 
in two hour shifts, 12 – 2, 2 – 4 or 4 – 6 p.m. every day. 
 

Presentation of GIFT BIBLES on Sunday, October 16: During Worship, we will be presenting  
The Good News Bibles to third graders as a gift from the congregation. 
 

Next comes the PUMPKIN FEST on Saturday, October 22 at 1 p.m.: Buy your Pumpkins at the 
Patch and join us in Elmore Hall to carve and decorate your pumpkins sponsored by the Outreach 
Committee. Oh, yes, there is also face painting, arts and crafts, food, and a special balloon for everyone!  

 

CAREGIVING: CHALLENGES AND REWARDS: October  23 (see pg.  7)  
  

HALLOWEEN PARTY at the Manse on Friday, October 28, 6 – 8 p.m.: All families are invited to 
bring their children to enjoy some scary fun, treats, and a pizza supper. Come in costume and join the party! 
 

Children participate in collecting funds for UNICEF: The Youth Group encourages children to  
collect donations on Halloween for needy children around the world. Ilta Schulzrinne and Paloma 
Camacho, Project Managers, will be speaking with the children. 
 

Looking ahead to SMALL GROUP DINNERS on Saturday, November 5: Now, here is a chance for 
parents to go out for dinner without getting a sitter. Just drop off your children at the church under the care of 
Rev. Hong and Dorothy V. assisted by several teen-agers and then enjoy dinner at someone’s home! (see pg. 10) 

 
If you have questions or need more information, please contact Dorothy VanderWerf at 201-568-7373,  

ext. 307 or by e-mail: dorothyv@englewoodpres.org  
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FIRST THURSDAY BIBLE STUDY 
Thursday, October 6 at 10:00 a.m., East Room 
The First Thursday Bible study group will meet on Thursday, October 6 at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room.  
Please join us for an interesting and enlightening time as Rev. Hong continues our study of the book of 
the prophet Amos.  

 
 

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY 
Sundays, 10:00 a.m., East Room 
The Sunday Morning Bible Study continues at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room each week.  In this study  
we review the text that forms the basis of the sermon that day, illuminating issues of history, context,  
and translation that affect the interpretation of the story into a message for us.  

 
BASICS OF FAITH: THE BIBLE 

Sunday, October 2 at 10:00 a.m., Meeting Room 
We’re starting a monthly series of presentations ideal for persons who are new 
to the congregation, the Presbyterian church, or Christian faith (though  
everyone is invited).  Each presentation focuses on some aspect of foundational 
understanding.  This month Rev. Hong will lead a presentation on the Bible.  
What are the origins of our sacred text, and how do we approach interpreting  
it for our time?  Future presentations, each on the first Sunday of the month,  
will focus on the church, and on Presbyterianism.  Please join us and bring  
your questions! 

 
PROFESSOR CHRISTOPHER MORSE  
Wednesday, October 12, 7:30 p.m. 
You are invited to hear Professor Christopher Morse speak at the First Presbyterian 
Church of Ramsey, 15 Shuart Lane, Ramsey, NJ on Wednesday, October 12 at 7:30 p.m.  
Professor Morse will be speaking on his latest book, “The Difference Heaven Makes: 
Rehearing the Gospel as Good News.”  Professor Morse is the Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
Professor of Theology at Union Theological Seminary in NYC.  He is an engaging and 
thought-provoking lecturer; you truly don’t want to miss this opportunity. 

News for the  Congregat ion 

DAILY DEVOTIONALS AVAILABLE 
 

“These Days, Daily Devotions for Living by Faith” for October to December are now available at 
the church. Also, “Year with the Bible” with the lectionary readings and prayers for every day and 
special days can be picked up at the Information Centers. 
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FREEDOM FROM POWER 
Week 2: Sunday, October 16 and Tuesday, October 18 
Help for those who are oppressed by bosses, friends or family, enabling them to reject the 
negativity coming their way and build self-respect by God's grace. 
 

Tuesday at 7 p.m.: Loren M. Gelberg-Goff, LCSW, will teach us to free ourselves from negativity 
that comes our way- directed at us by bosses, friends or family. Through workshops and seminars 
on relationships, communication, forgiveness, and stress management, she helps people become 
empowered so they can live their lives to their fullest potential, knowing they really are and always 
have been well within. Loren has written articles for a number of Self-esteem sites and has hosted 
a weekly Internet radio program “Loving the Life You’re in,” which focused on self-empowerment 
and self-respect.   

FREEDOM FROM EMPTINESS 
Week 3: Sunday, October 23 and Tuesday, October 25 
Helping individuals overcome feelings of worthlessness by discovering and leaning on God's love, 
care and guidance. 
 

Tuesday at 7 p.m.: Victoria Avila, LCSW, from Sojourners Family Resource Center, where 
helping people overcome emotional challenges, freeing themselves from feelings of “not being 
good enough” so they may embrace lives of purpose, meaning and joy, is Victoria Avila’s 
passion. She has a full time private practice in Hasbrouck Heights and NYC, and has presented 
workshops in a number of church settings, including Trinity Church Wall Street, Marble and 
Middle Collegiate and First Presbyterian Churches in NYC as well as in many local churches. 

Learn.  Grow.  Serve.  

FIRESIDE INSPIRATION  
We are planning a great series of topics based on Freedom. Each week the Sunday Sermon will  
address the week’s topic, followed by a workshop on Tuesday evening at 7 p.m. led by a social worker  
or psychologist. Plan to join us for these sermons and talks, and bring your friends and neighbors. 

FREEDOM FROM PREJUDICE 
Week 1: Sunday, October 9 and Tuesday, October 11 
Through Christ individuals can overcome prejudicial ways of thinking and acting, thus removing 
barriers between themselves and others. 
 

Tuesday at 7 p.m.: Taleasia J. McCants, MSW, former director for Catholic Charities 
Restorative Justice programs in Hudson and Bergen Counties. She has extensive experience 
developing and implementing programs for disadvantaged individuals within the Justice system 
and community. Her insightful and constructive approach to working with individuals and 
groups has allowed former offenders to become productive members of the community.  She  
will share her skills with us, helping to remove the barriers between people.  
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FREE TO BE ME 
Week 4: Sunday, October 30 and Tuesday, November 1 
Helping individuals express the uniqueness God created in them in their lives and relationships. 
 

Tuesday at 7 p.m.: Lorna Hines-Cunningham, LCSW, was recently described as a “visionary” 
during the presentation of the New Jersey  Mental Health Association’s  prestigious Community 
Leadership Award. She helps individuals find and express their God-given uniqueness. Currently 
the Assistant Division Director for New Jersey’s Division of Mental Health, she has held 
numerous positions of leadership in the mental health care system, as well as having a private 
practice in Teaneck, NJ.  She has written and presented locally, nationally and internationally on 
such topics as trauma, cultural competence, violence and mental health treatment. 

FREE TO BE YOU 
Week 5: Sunday, November 6 and Tuesday, November 8 
Enable individuals to recognize needs and help bring freedom to others. 
 

Tuesday at 7 p.m.: TBA  

CAREGIVING: CHALLENGES AND REWARDS  
BY DR. ROSALIND S. DORLEN / Sunday, October 23 at 12:30 p.m.  

Sponsored by the Adult and Senior Ministries         

There are over 50 million Americans who now provide care to one or more family 
members.  Dr. Dorlen, clinical psychologist will discuss the topic of caregiving, its 
challenges and rewards. The talk focuses on the unique challenges that caregivers 
face. While being a caregiver for someone you love is one of the greatest gifts you 
can give, the demands can also be very stressful and occasionally overwhelming. 
Caregivers tend to have very demanding expectations of themselves. Practical 
tools and strategies they can use to manage stress, find balance and optimize 
healthy functioning will be presented. 
 

Dr. Rosalind Dorlen is a board certified clinical psychologist with a private 
practice in Summit for over 30 years and a member of the Department of Psychiatry at Overlook Medical 
Center serving on the Advisory Board, Community Health, and Bio-Ethics Committee there. Dr. Dorlen 
lectures and writes extensively about caregiving, parenting, building resilience in children and families,  
bullying in schools and workplaces, and coping with the stress of today’s financial global problems. She has 
been quoted in the New York Times, CNN.com, USA Today, Star Ledger, Forbes Magazine, Family Circle, LA Times, 
Overlook View, and has appeared on national TV on CNN, ABC News, Good Morning America,  NBC, News 
12 NJ,  Channel 13, and CBS News.  
 

Dr. Dorlen is a Fellow of the Academy of Clinical Psychology and Fellow of the American Psychological 
Association. She is a certified psychoanalyst, school psychologist, and member of the faculty at the Institute for 
Psychoanalysis and Psychotherapy of New Jersey. She also holds an appointment at the Rutgers University 
Graduate School of Professional Psychology. 
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WE NEED YOU! THE ANNUAL AUTUMN AUCTION 
COMMITTEE HAS BEEN HARD AT WORK  

AND NOW IT’S YOUR TURN.   
Autumn Wine Tasting, Jazz and Auction Dinner  

Saturday, November 12th , 5:30 p.m. 

Mark your calendars for 5:30 PM, Saturday, November 12th .  If you enjoy learning 
more about wines, AND buying them, and revel in jazz music with dinner AND  
a Live plus Silent Auction as well, be sure to reserve your $50 tickets now!  By 
ordering your wines, you’ll be donating to the deserving local agencies who are 

recipients of this year’s funds raised. You’ll also enjoy appetizers and then a buffet dinner ala The 
Market Basket of Franklin Lakes.   
 

WILL YOU: 
 Invite your friends, family, neighbors to join you at this fun packed value event?  Reserve your tickets 

or table now! 
 DONATE Items for the Live or Silent Auction? 

 

WE NEED: 
 Items valued at over $150 for the Live Auction 
 Gift Certificates – Restaurants, services (Nail salon, dry cleaning, maid services, gutter cleaners)  
 Electronics – why not purchase a Kindle & donate? 
 New or antique jewelry, purses, etc. 
 New Household or personal items 
 Hand Crafts you’d want to purchase 
 TICKETS – to athletic events, TV shows, theater 
 Donations of YOUR talents:  baby sitting, music, raking, baking, cooking, etc. 

 

Contact Lois Strauss with any questions at 201-567-8038 or bring your item to the Church Office and 
complete the DONATION CARD ( You WILL receive a Tax Donation letter!) . 

INTERESTED IN CHURCH MEMBERSHIP? 

Are you interested in becoming a member of First Presbyterian Church?  Membership 
is simply an affirmation of your desire to declare that this is your church home at this 
time in your life.  If you’re interested in learning more about FPC, please speak with 
Rev. Hong.  We also encourage you to attend our new Basics of Faith series on the 
first Sunday of the month at 10:00 a.m.  

     October  2011 

COME, WALK THE OUTDOOR LABYRINTH ANY TIME 
The Labyrinth has been built with pavers to mark the path on the grass. It is located right 
behind Elmore Hall off of the upper parking lot. It’s a beautiful spot under the trees to walk, to 
rest, to pray, to meditate. 



 

 

Page 9 

Mission on the  Move 

MISSION COMMITTEE SPONSORED 5TH GIVEAWAY 
Thank you to the 33 volunteers who sorted and organized our 5th Giveaway. A big thank you goes to all 
the people who donated even more goods this time. So many more came to shop for items that they can 
use. Within the first 30 minutes, Elmore Hall was packed with 154 shoppers and by noon 254 had come 

to pick out what they needed with a total of 260 from 12 agencies. Half of the 
folks came through the Center for Food Action, another 50 from St. Cecelia’s 
Social Services and 25 through Baby Basics. The Mission Committee is grateful 
indeed for your care and concern of our neighbors in need. 

PEACEMAKING OFFERING COMING OCTOBER 2ND 
 

Each year our congregation participates in Peacemaking through this offering on World 
Communion Sunday, this year Sunday, October 2. The Offering supports the work of  
our Denomination, our Synod and Presbytery in a variety of ways of peacemaking around 
the world. 25% of the Offering is for our local mission and is earmarked to support  

Ralf Etienne, our Haitian friend, with his college expenses at Bergen Community College. 
An offering envelope is enclosed for your convenience. 

FOOD TO FIRST ON THE FIRST SUNDAY, OCT. 2 & NOV. 6  
 

We are getting close to our goal of 300 bags donated in 2011…226 have been delivered so far to 
CFA by Charlene Rees and Charlene Niland. Giving Locally = Helping Locally! 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS ON OCTOBER 9 

Bring your pets to be blessed on Sunday, October 9 at 3 p.m. to the Memorial 
Garden located between the Sanctuary and Elmore Hall from the upper parking lot. 

CAMP JOHNSONBURG DAY ON OCTOBER 8 
You are invited to a FREE day of family fun at our Church Camp on Saturday, October 8 from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m.! Come and see what Johnsonburg is all about. Activities will include archery, boating,  
a confidence course, meadow games, music and hiking. Come and see the year round conference 
facilities and meet our staff. There will be food for sale and beautiful fall leaves to enjoy! For more 
information, call 908-852-2349 or e-mail: info@campjburg.org or web: www.campjburg.org. It’s about 
an hour drive at 822 Rte 519, Johnsonburg, NJ. 

First Press 

Other News 
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A PERSONAL INVITATION FOR YOU 
 

You are invited to dinner on November 5, 2011 jointly sponsored by the Outreach and Stewardship 
Committees of our church! Contact me, Paul Platek, to reserve your spot. Deadline for reservation at 
someone’s table is October 30th. 
 

Our church has been blessed with many new people in attendance and the “Meet Your Church Family” 
dinners were launched to help you get to know some of these people better.   
 

This is the second time the dinners have been sponsored. On June 4, 2011 seven church members opened 
their homes and a total of 56 people attended. The response was overwhelmingly positive!  Some people met 
for the first time, others got to know people better and many friendships were formed. 
 

Here’s how it works—sign up to attend, and you will be contacted by your host with times and directions. 
Each person attending dinner will be responsible for bringing something (appetizer, main course, dessert 
etc.) with the host coordinating the menu.  We will also have someone at 
each dinner (not the host) leading a discussion about why you first came 
to First Presbyterian, why you continue to attend and what excites you 
about the future of the church. 
 

So contact me right away to accept this invitation. Again, I’m Paul Platek, 
Stewardship Chair and I can be reached at either 201 833-4849 or 
paul.platek@ubs.com. 

DID YOU GET A COPY OF OUR UPDATED PARISH DIRECTORY?   

People You Know 
PRAYERS AND BEST WISHES FOR: Odailin Dume recuperating at home from surgery. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO: Paloma Camacho, 6th grader, who won first place in the National America  
Miss NJ Pre-Teen competition and now competes in the November nationals. Cielo Camacho gave up  
her crown after a year’s reign during the same week-end’s competitions. 

LOVE AND PRAYERS FOR: Sandy Bishop as she cares for her Parents. Sandy’s mother, Barbara Grow, had 
surgery in Florida and for her dad, Clyde Grow, who has some serious health issues. 

CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES TO: Tim Farrell and Brittany Fritzsch who were engaged recently and 
planning a September 2012 wedding. 



 

 

 

NEW WEB SITE 
Stay on the lookout for our revamped Web site.  The majority of visitors to our church first 
visit our Web site at www.englewoodpres.org.  With an emphasis on presenting our church  
to newcomers – including many more pictures – our new look is clean and simple to navigate.   
It also comes with a new mobile-friendly version that is ideal for viewing on iPhones and  
other mobile devices.  We expect the site to launch around the second week of October. 

ADDRESS CORRECTION 
REQUESTED 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF ENGLEWOOD 

FPC ON THE WEB 

In addition to our Web site, don’t forget that our 
sermons are available on our Podcast, accessible at 
no cost through the iTunes store, through our 
Web site, or directly at fpce.podbean.com. 
 

You can also keep up with FPC by joining our 
Facebook page (just search for First Presbyterian 
Church of Englewood), follow us on Twitter 
(@fpcenglewood), or check-in on Foursquare. 

150 East Palisade Avenue 
Englewood, NJ 07631 
Phone: 201-568-7373 
Fax: 201-568-7376 

www.englewoodpres.org 

‘LIKE’ US ON FACEBOOK 

In addition to our Web site, get the  
latest news and pictures by liking our  

Facebook page: www.facebook.com/fpcenglewood. 
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Every Sunday 
11:00 am W

orship Service 
11:15 am Sunday School 

12 noon Coffee & Conversation 
Nursery / child care available from 10 a.m. - 12:15 pm 

Crossroads Contemporary W
orship 5:30 pm 
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